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From the Conference Minister 
by Rev. Kim Wood, Conference Minister 


But Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do not 
stop them, for it is to such as these that the kingdom of 
heaven belongs.” Matthew 19:14 (NRSVUE) 


| can't believe it’s August! We've come to that time of 
year when families are preparing for children to 
return to school. In fact, some schools are already 
back in session. Emotions are running the gamut 
from excitement about new adventures and being 
back with friends to fear of both the unknown and 
the known. 


| love the stories of children who can't wait to get back to school, who are 
enthused about learning, who experience school as a welcoming, 
Supportive, safe space. But | am also keenly aware that this is not the case 
for all students. Racism, bullying, gender and sexual discrimination, 
censorship, and social casting are just a few of the roadblocks that will be 
thrown up for the purpose of marginalizing and dragging down some of our 
kiddos. This year, more than ever in recent history, bans on books, on 
gender affirming care, on reasonable and appropriate facilities and 
resources for youth of transgender and non-binary experience, and on 
curriculum providing historical accuracy and inclusivity are creating barriers 
for our youngest generations to live as their authentic selves. Gun crises 
are still on the rise, and swift criminalization of young people, especially 
young people of darker skin tones, continues to lower the bar for providing 
nurture and resources for all children toward the goal of healthy and 
fulfilling adulthood. So how do we, as congregations and ministry settings 
in our local communities and as the Southeast Conference of the United 
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Church of Christ, nurture and care for children as they enter a new school 
year? 


In the 19th chapter of Matthew, Jesus was, once again, surrounded by a 
crowd. Parents, aware of the difficulties of childhood and the atrocities of 
the culture in which they lived, were bringing their children to Jesus that he 
might lay hands upon them and bless them. The disciples, more concerned 
about the business at hand as the Pharisees tried to bait Jesus, chastised 
the parents and tried to keep the little ones away from their teacher. But 
Jesus told the disciples to stand down. “Don't stop them,” he said. “Let the 
children come to me.” And he set aside what he was doing, held them and 
prayed over them, and made sure that they knew that they were valued 
and worthy of his time. “No one is more important than these children, for 
the kingdom of heaven belongs to them.” 


As church, as Jesus-followers and God-lovers, it is essential that we take the 
time and exert the energy to let the children know that they are valued and 
loved. That means we must create the space to not only see and 
acknowledge them, to listen to and hear them. They cannot be an 
afterthought in the plan for how we live out being church. They must, 
instead, be the apex of our design, the nucleus of our existence together. 
Even if we have only a few, or even no children in our congregations, Jesus 
calls us to be mindful that these beautiful, vulnerable God-creations of our 
communities have been entrusted to us, and that our ministries whether 
directly or indirectly, are to positively impact and care for them. Whether 
we are standing up for justice in the streets or creating safe surroundings 
where they can be their authentic selves and know that they are loved, 
teaching and showing them through our actions and our words that they 
are beautiful and beloved just as they are or hanging on their words to 
learn both what they need and what they bring us from God, how we show 
up in this time in history for our kids is crucial. 


As our youth return to school buildings and classrooms this year, | pray that 
the successes and the joys far outweigh the struggles. And | pray that we, 
the churches and ministry settings of the Southeast Conference, will seek 
and find ways to honor, care and advocate for our children with the 
intentionality and determination of Jesus who insisted that his disciples let 
the children come. 
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Where’s the Conference Staff? 


Summer has been fruitful thus far, and the Southeast Conference staff 
team is looking forward to continue our adventures that connect us with 
you and the Wider Church. Here’s an update on a few places we've been 
hanging out, and where you can look for us over the coming months. 
Maybe you'll find yourself in the area and will take some time to “find” us. 


Recently 


June 30-July 4 - Revs. Fosburgh and Wood attended the 34th UCC General 
Synod in Indianapolis, IN. Rev. Fosburgh served as the Floor 
Parliamentarian for the General Synod (and did a fantastic job - thank you, 
Heather!) Rev. Wood was with the Southeast Conference Delegation on the 
Synod floor. (A full writeup and photos is available on our website.) 


July 5-8 - Rev. Wood attended The Fellowship of Affirming Ministries 
(TFAM) Holy Convocation in Atlanta, GA. (A full writeup and photos is 
available on our website.) 


July 27 - Rev. Fosburgh worshiped with Virginia Highland Church as they 
celebrated their 100th Anniversary. 


July 29-30 - Rev. Wood visited and worshiped with the United Church of 
Cookeville in Cookeville, TN. 


July 30 - Rev. Fosburgh joined the Methodist-Congregational Federated 
Church in Demorest, GA, as they celebrated the retirement of their pastor 
Rev. Joyce Acree and later in the day, joined them for their final worship 
service as a Congregation.(See article below for more details and photos.) 


Looking Ahead 


August 5-6 - Rev. Wood will gather with Pilgrim Church UCC in 
Birmingham, AL for festivities and worship as they celebrate their 120th 
Anniversary. Rev. Fosburgh will join Forgiving Heart UCC in Columbus GA, 
for their worship. 


August 13 - Rev. Wood will worship with First United Church, UCC in 
Belvidere, TN on the occasion of their 150th Anniversary celebration. Rev. 
Fosburgh will be worshiping with Open Table UCC in Mobile, AL. 


August 14-15 - Revs. Wood and Fosburgh will host gathering opportunities 
with Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia Thompson, General Minister and President of 
the United Church of Christ, while she visits the Atlanta area. 


August 15 - Rev. Wood will attend Opening Convocation at Piedmont 
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University with Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia Thompson. 


August 20 - Rev. Fosburgh will preach at the United Church in Huntsville, 
AL. 


August 26 - Rev Fosburgh will join the Commission on Ministry and Virginia 
Highland Church as we ordain Candace Rowell. 


September 16 - Rev. Wood will be the guest speaker at the Nashville UCC 
churches’ Upper Room UCC Fellowship at Brookmeade Congregational 
Church. 


October 8-11 - Rev. Wood will be at the Retired Servants Retreat, held in 
partnership annually with the Southern Conference, UCC at Blowing Rock 
Conference Center in Blowing Rock, NC. 


October 19-22 - Rev. Wood will attend the United Church of Christ Board 
Meeting in Cleveland, OH. 
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NUNITED CHURCH 
OF COOKEVILLE 


First three photos: Virginia Highland Church's 100th Anniversary; Second two 
photos: Kim Wood's visit to the United Church of Cookeville 


Ordination of Candace Rowell 


The Commission on Ministry and Virginia Highland Church invite you to join 
us on August 26 at 6:00 pm Eastern for the Ordination of Candace Rowell. 
The service will also be streamed on Virginia Highland’s YouTube and 
Facebook pages. Candace has been called as the Pastor of Faith Formation 
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for Virginia Highland Church. 


Candace Rowell was born and raised in 
Southeast Georgia. She and her family moved 
to Atlanta in 2015 and have been attending 
Virginia Highland Church since 2016. Candace 
has a background in public health with a 
Master of Public Health degree from the 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, and has 
worked in community health development 
globally since 2010. Candace graduated with a 
Master's in Divinity from Columbia Theological 
Seminary, Decatur, in 2021 and has worked in 
hospital chaplaincy since. As well as serving on 
Virginia Highland Church's staff as part-time 
Pastor of Faith Formation, Candace is a part- 
time staff chaplain at Grady Memorial Hospital 
in Atlanta. 


Candace is dedicated to creating diverse and inclusive micro and macro 
spaces of belonging and community. As a hospital chaplain and church 
minister, Candace embraces an embodied spirituality of questions and 
exploration. Her areas of emphasis include trauma-informed care, spiritual 
trauma care, crisis care, mindfulness and embodiment, proclamation, 
justice and advocacy, and community building. 


Southeast News 


PUBLISHED BY THE SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 


AUGUST-SEPTEMBER VOLUME 41/1989 NUMBER 4 


This Month in SEC History: August 1989 
by Mike Stroud 


The SEC has always felt the need to speak up about injustice, even when 
there was opposition within its ranks toward doing that. But voices calling 
out punitive government policies, corporate misbehavior, and the like did 
not always have a place in the structure of the Conference itself. For most 
of the 1970s and 1980s, people who wanted to expand Christian witness 
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toward the correction of social ills had to shoehorn their agenda onto an 
all-inclusive "Outreach Commission," which also handled new church starts 
and international UCC mission activity. That changed in August 1989, when 
the Conference announced the creation of a commission specifically to 
advance Christian Social Justice concerns. 


The Southeast News described its work in this manner: "Our task is to keep 
before you matters of social concern which affect not only our Conference 
family but our world family--concerns which speak to peace and justice. We 
have identified issues to highlight during this year: individual rights and 
freedoms, drug abuse, the family (violence, lifestyle), world hunger and 
actions impacting our environment. If these are not enough for a year, we 
will be keeping you up-to-date on political issues and our church's response 
to them on national and world levels." 


The article went on to report on two boycotts the Conference had decided 
to honor on behalf of the UCC nationally: what was then Royal Dutch Shell 
Oil for its financial backing of the apartheid regime in South Africa, and the 
Nestle corporation for its promotion of baby formula in underdeveloped 
countries, the use of which was actively discouraged by the World Health 
Organization due to poor water supply and over-dilution by mothers to 
extend it. 


For years, the Commission was a staple of Conference life and made many 
people aware who would not otherwise be so about the UCC's stands in 
favor of progressive approaches to public policy and search for fair, 
equitable, and just solutions to long-standing social problems. But by the 
2000s, with things like the arrival of the internet and the rise of non- 
religious activism in its wake, the Commission gradually became inactive, 
and it was eventually eliminated as a separate body in a 2007 revision of 
the SEC Constitution and Bylaws. 


Nonetheless, the Commission's work for about a decade and a half served 
as a boilerplate for today's Conference members speaking out about and 
challenging injustices in their communities, and they must thank pioneers 
such as this 1989 initiative. 
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Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2023. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of August 6 


First Congregational UCC; Savannah, Georgia 
Mary Brueggemann 

Rose Hermonat 

Derrick Rice 

George Thomas 


Week of August 13 


First United Church of Christ; Sweetwater, Tennessee 
Tommy Hill 

Stanley Roat 

Dave Sigmund 


Churches in Transition 


First Congregational, Savannah GA; Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Holy 
Trinity Community Church, Nashville TN; Deer Lodge Congregational 
Church, Deer Lodge TN; Brookemeade Congregational, Nashville TN; Rush 
Memorial, Atlanta GA; First Congregational Christian, Montgomery AL; Open 
Table UCC, Mobile AL; Howard Congregational, Nashville TN; Community 
Congregational, Montgomery AL. 
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Methodist-Congregational Federated Church in 
Demorest Holds Final Worship Service 


On Sunday, July 30, 2023, Methodist-Congregational Federated Church 
celebrated the retirement of Rev. Joyce Acree. She had served the church 
for eighteen and a half years but had been a part of the congregation since 
1986. With Rev. Acree’s retirement, Methodist-Congregational Federated 
Church made the difficult decision that the time had come for the 
Congregation to close its doors. 


Sunday afternoon, we celebrated the ministry and legacy of this unique 
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congregation. Rev. Tim Garvin-Leighton, Campus Minister of Piedmont 
University, Rev. Dr. Susan Martin Taylor (a former pastor of the 
congregation) and Rev. Bennett Clough from the North Georgia Conference 
of the United Methodist church, and Rev. Heather Fosburgh joined Rev. 
Acree in leading the closing service. 


The Methodist-Congregational Federated Church was an ecumenical 
fellowship. Organizationally, it was made up of two components, the 
Demorest Methodist Church (founded 1897 originally under the name the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South) and the Union Congregational Church 
(founded 1892). The churches Federated in 1947 with there first service 
held on July 27, 1947, This congregation has been association with the 
United Methodist Church, The Congregational Christian Church, National 
Association, and the United Church of Christ. For the 76 years of the 
congregation’s life, they met in the Union Congregational building, which 
was dedicated in 1908. The Methodist Church building is still being used by 
the Demorest Women’s Club. The church has always been an example of 
ecumenical work with connections to the Presbyterian Church and the 
Baptist Church in its early beginnings and being served by ministers from 
many different denominations over the course of its life. 


Methodist-Congregational Federated Church has been a presence in the 
Demorest community offering a place of love, inclusiveness, and being a 
spiritual home for many in the North Georgia Mountains including many of 
Piedmont University’s Students. The love and legacy of Methodist- 
Congregational Federated will live on in the Demorest community through 
the lives of all of those who have walked through the church’s doors and 
Shared the simple message to love one another. 
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in partnership with 


Lake Institute 


ON FAITH & GIVING 


The SECUCC Stewardship and Finance Committee 
Invites YOU to a Valuable Webinar 


The CGC Seminar for pastors and leaders offers an opportunity to explore 
faithful, practical, and tested ways to promote generosity in our 
congregations. Be sure to recruit at least a team of two for this program. 
Changing the culture of your congregation requires more than one 
dedicated leader. 


Session 1: Generosity in Context - learning more about what's 
happening in the broader landscape of giving, volunteering, religious 
attendance, and engagement. 

Session 2: Theology of Money - engaging with our tradition and 
examining the theology that shapes the approach our congregations 
take in addressing money and giving. 

Session 3: Congregation - identifying best practices which will 
enhance the congregation's capacity to function in a way that 
cultivates generosity. 

Session 4: Leadership - developing a more-generous congregational 
culture depends on strong leadership. 

Session 5: Donors & Members - exploring different motivations and 
perspectives on giving. 

Session 6: Fundraising As Ministry - creating an implementation 
plan specific to the congregation 


This is a virtual seminar hosted by the South Central and Southeast 
Conferences on the following Mondays: Sept. 18, Oct. 2, Oct. 16, Oct. 30, 
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Nov. 13, and Nov. 27 from 7:30pm - 9:00pm Eastern (6:30 - 8pm Central). 


The registration fee is $100 (per team of two) and $50 for each additional 
team member. South Central/Southeast seminar: https://cvent.me/YwOoaz. 
Please send additional questions to generosity@secucc.org. 


CREATING abet THY 


Healthy Boundary Training for Retired Ministers, 
Active Clergy 


Join Rev. Char Burch on Zoom for Retired Ministers Boundary Training. This 
training will be from 1pm-4pm Eastern on Wednesday, September 27 and 
fulfills the Southeast Conference's Healthy Boundary Training Requirement 
for those Authorized Ministers who are retired but who are not Exempt. We 
welcome Retired Ministers from other Associations and Conferences but 
please check with your Conference/Association first to make sure they will 
accept our training for their requirement. 


You can register here: https://southeastconferenceunitedchurchofchrist- 
bloom.kindful.com/e/retired-boundary-training-online-offering 


If you are not a Retired Minister but need to take Healthy Boundaries 
Training this year, we still have room for our 201 course on August 18 and 
19 on Zoom (101 pre-required) and for our 101 course (anyone can take) on 
November 2 and 3 on Zoom. You can learn more and register for these 
courses here: https://www.secucc.org/news-and-events/healthy- 
boundaries-workshops/ 
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October 9 - 11, 2023 
Retired Servants Retreat 
Blowing Rock Conference Center 


Date: October 9-11 (with optional Sunday arrival) 
Theme: The Church as it Was > Is > Could Be 


Presenter: The Rev. Phiwa [pronounced PEE-wah] Langeni (D.Min.), who 
currently works at the Center for Analytics, Research & Development, and 
Data (CARDD) office as the UCC’s first Ambassador for Innovation & 
Engagement. 


Registration: Contact Jared Greer, Reservations Manager at Blowing Rock 
Conference Center @ jared@brccenter.org or by calling him at (828) 295- 
7813. 


More Details: https://www.secucc.org/news-and-events/retired-ucc- 
servants-retreat/ 


Appalachia Service Project (ASP) Opportuniites 


Looking for a meaningful and affordable mission trip for adults or 
youth where all the logistics are taken care of for you? 


Well, look no further than Appalachia Service Project (ASP)! ASP 
(www.asphome.org) is a Christian ministry, open to all people, that inspires 
hope and service through volunteer home repair and replacement in 
Central Appalachia. The purpose of ASP is to recruit volunteer teams to 
serve weekend or week-long mission trips in central Appalachia (parts of 
VA, WVa, NC, TN and KY) and rebuild homes of families who are living in 
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substandard housing and extreme poverty. Volunteers from all over the 
country join ASP to serve alongside families to help make homes warmer, 
Safer, and drier. ASP offers several mission trip options to meet your 
church's interests and schedules: 


Trip Options: ASP offers immersive mission trips to Central Appalachia. 
During the summer months, we offer week-long trips in 20-30 counties 
within our service area (KY, NC, TN, VA, and WY). And, from September 
through April, we offer flexible 2-5 workday trips in two locations (Jonesville, 
VA and Johnson City, TN). Our program focuses on providing critical home 
repair (insulation, drywall, wheelchair ramps, foundation support, roof 
repair, etc.) to low-income families in the Central Appalachian region. *A// 
ASP volunteers must have finished the 6th grade, but churches can set higher 
age minimums if they choose. Click on these links for more details: 


e Year-Round Trips (September through April) 
e Summer Trips une through August) 


Participant Cost: The mission fee is $70 per person per workday ($350 per 
person for a week-long trip) and includes everything from food and lodging 
to construction materials and faith-based programming in the evenings. 


Group Size: You will subdivide your group into work crews of 5-7 people 
with at least 2 adults 19+ per crew. The minimum group size is 4-5 people 
and there is no maximum size--our largest group brings 300 people. 


*/f you are an individual or small group (less than 5 people), we can help you 
get in touch with an existing group to join. 


Registration: *Event special - For any UCC churches who attended the 
UCC General Synod conference, please ask about a waived $95 
registration fee and early registration option for new, first-time ASP 
groups! 


e Online registration for Fall 2023 is open NOW! 
e Winter/Spring registration will open on September 1st 
e Summer 2024 registration will open on September 15th 


You will choose your Year-Round Trip by date and, when you're ready to 
register for a summer trip, you will indicate your 1st and 2nd preferences 
for service week and location (by state or drive time). We make assignments 
on a rolling, first come, first served basis, So we recommend registering as 
early as possible! 


Disaster Recovery: A big concentrated effort for ASP in this next few years 
will be to help with home repair and new home builds in the six counties 
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impacted by flooding in Eastern KY that took place one year ago. Here is a 
video that shows how widespread the damage is and why we need more 


Service Project - YouTube. Any volunteers (adults only with at least 2 
volunteers who have some construction skill/experience) who serve on a 
disaster recovery volunteer trip serve at no cost, except for food costs and 
transportation to Eastern Kentucky. 


ASP Discovery Webinars: If you'd like to learn more about any of the trip 
options offered by ASP, have a chance to interact with us virtually, and 
participate in a question-and-answer opportunity for your church, please 
consider signing up for a ASP Discovery Webinar. These webinars area 
great opportunity to catch the spirit of ASP and learn what you can expect 
from this transformational mission trip to Appalachia. 


Conference Calendar 


August 1 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


August 8 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


August 15 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


August 18 - August 19 
Board of Directors Retreat 


August 22 @ 9:30 am - 11:00 am EDT 
Zoom Conversation for Specialized Ministers 


August 22 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


August 26 @ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm EDT 
Ordination of Candace Rowell 


August 29 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


View the full calendar of events online: https://www.secucc.org/events/ 
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Conference Minister: Rev. Kim Wood; kwood@secucc.org 
Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hfosburgh@secucc.org 
Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; cmoss@secucc.org 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; dharris@secucc.org 
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